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Fundamentals of Design (FND112) 
 
This course explores the basic principles of design and introduces 
the creative process. Design elements and principles are defined 
and applied through a series of art projects. One project builds on 
the next to develop confidence and mastery. A range of media and 
techniques are employed. The final, culminating project is a set of 
“Muse” cards through which the student demonstrates his/her 
understanding of the design elements and principles and how they 
can be applied to a creative project. The student first develops a 
project proposal that defines the content, form, and media s/he will 
use. Students must design the front and back of the cards and a 
container. 
 
Art Institute of Pittsburgh 
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Project: Line & Shape, Positive/Negative Space 
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Project: Dada Collage/Exaggerated Scale 
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Project: Space & Motion 
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Project: Final Project – Muse Cards 



Environmental Graphic Design (Graphic Design 409) 
 
This course is a comparative and comprehensive study and 
presentation of design and graphics as applied to the built 
and natural environment. Methods, materials, and content 
engaged by practitioners in the fields of EGD, environmental 
art, and community art are explored. The emphasis is on 
research and collaboration, working with local clients to 
address their needs, and develop functional design solutions 
and aesthetic value.  
 
Art Institute of Pittsburgh. All projects located in Pittsburgh. 
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Oxford Centre Mural 2007 

Coincided with Pittsburgh’s 250th Anniversary 

Project: Design interior mural panels for 
a very steep entry with poor light and 
low ceilings.  



Interpretive signage with credits 

Oxford Centre Mural 



Project: Design mural panels for existing wall insets that interpret the history of electricity. 
 

Sargent Electric Mural, 2008 



Panel 1: 1870 – 1900 – Edison and Westinghouse; Panel 2: 1901 – 1931 AC & DC power; 
coal mining as main source of energy. 

Sargent Electric Mural, 2008 



Sargent Electric Mural, 2008 



Conservation Consultants Inc., 2010 

Project: Design interior interpretive signage that highlights the green features of the CCI 
building. 
 



Conservation Consultants Inc., 2011 

Project: Highlight solar thermal panels on Pittsburgh Public School buildings on the 
Southside and Phillips Elementary School. Above: Window decals on administrative 
buildings. 
 



Project: Highlight solar thermal panels on Pittsburgh Public School buildings on the 
Southside and Phillips Elementary School. Above: Interpretive banners at Phillips 
Elementary School.  

Conservation Consultants Inc., 2011 



Conservation Consultants Inc.         Environmental Graphics Fall 2011 

Unveiling event at Phillips Elementary for Earth Day 2011. End panel graphics drawn by 
Phillips students in a workshop led by AiP students. 
 



Art History: From the Early Modern to Contemporary (ART1030) 
 
This course is an introduction to Western art from 1700 CE to the 
present and covers Neo-Classicism, Realism, Impressionism and 
Modernism. Students create several art projects addressing the 
style, intent, and historical contexts of the periods covered.  
 
 
Final Project: Visual Journal 
 
The visual journal is one of three options students can select for a 
final project. For all options, students develop a theme and 
analyze that theme through at least two art periods (e.g., nature, 
identity, technology, war). Students are to draw their own 
conclusions backed up by specific examples of artworks, artists, 
historical events, and critical and/or authoritative writings. 
Regardless of the format, extensive research and planning is 
expected to understand the theme and its history and then apply 
the student’s own ideas and insights to the material.  
 
 
Art Institute of Pittsburgh 
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Final Project: Visual Journal   Theme: Women’s Art Movement 
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Final Project: Visual Journal     Theme: Land Art 
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Final Project: Visual Journal   Theme: Women’s Art Movement 
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Final Project: Visual Journal     Theme: War 



Art History: American Art History (ART3010) 
 
A comprehensive overview of the history of art in America from 
prior to colonization through the present.  This course offers a 
comparative perspective to solve assigned studio problems. 
 
 
Project: Photo Essay 
 
Assignment: Imagine that you are living at the end of the 19th 
century: the wild and pastoral American landscape is receding as 
the urban and industrialized landscape is ascending. What ‘story’ 
do you want to tell about this period through a series of 
photographs? Consider the artists, photographers and writers of 
this period and the stories they chose to tell—you will base your 
project on the style and content of one or two of them. Pittsburgh 
is a microcosm of this story, thus you will gather your images 
from your local surroundings. 
 
 
Art Institute of Pittsburgh 
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Contemporary Challenges In Art Education: 
Introduction To Eco/Community Art 
Plymouth State University, NH 
 
In this 8-week course for graduate students and seniors provided a hands-
on introduction to eco/community art. Students explored the art historical, 
philosophic, and aesthetic foundations of eco/community art through 
readings, discussion, and weekly art projects. Art educators were 
introduced to numerous online eco-education resources and developed a 
project proposal for a classroom environment. The course culminated with 
each student creating an ecoart project relevant to the community in which 
s/he lived.  
 
 
Final Project: Eco/Community Art Project 
 
For the culminating, final project, students developed a project plan for an 
eco/community art project that they executed. Examples could be 
designing and planting a school garden  that included interpretive signage 
or art elements; learning about the local watershed and translating that into 
art (book, banners, signage, mural, etc.); exploring a local park and learning 
about its social and/or natural history and translating that experience into 
art. Students were required to both realize the project and write a summary 
and evaluation of the final outcomes.  
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Bosch-inspired, collage altar made of found and recycled materials addressing waste 
and consumption. 
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Bosch-inspired, collage altar made of found and recycled materials addressing 
waste and consumption. 

Conceptual art project that encouraged the public to consider their 
transportation choices. 
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Poster and postcards designed to engage the community in a discussion of education 
and funding cuts.  
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The Springs Project. Collage photo panels documenting privately owned spring houses. 
Texts are from extensive interviews done by the student of the well owners. Interviews 
were compiled in a separate document. Each owner received a print interpreting their well. 
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The Springs Project. Final prints and documentation were exhibited at the local library. 


